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Editorial  
      Firstly I should apologise for not doing an AHCS newsletter in the autumn of last year to review the activities of our 
members in 2025 (which I have tried to cover in this issue). Unfortunately I was busier than ever last autumn with research, 
writing, and editing, including compiling the quarterly Journal of the Highland Family History Society and the annual Clan 
MacMillan International Magazine. One of the problems that we have regarding the AHCS is that weõre all busy doing other 
things. Most of us hold voluntary positions in our own clan societies, alongside ñfor our younger members at leastñjobs 
required to bring in the daily bread. That leaves precious little time for an organisation that, while it may once have been seen 
to have had a wider purposeñspeaking for clans in the Highlands who felt neglected by the powers that be in Edinburgh ñ
now appears to exist just to run the clan tent at the Inverness Highland Games. Though we gather each year at Culloden, we 
do so there mainly in our individual clan groups; so the Inverness Games and our AGM that weekend are really the extent of 
our activities (though some hope we might still revive autumn visits to clan centres, castles, or museums).  
 So what about the Inverness Games? Are they still important enough to motivate some of us to go beyond our 
individual clan society activities and put in the effort to ensure the clans remain a feature of those games? Maybe we think that 
Highland Council ñwho these days make a point of trumpeting our presence at the gamesñwould organise the tent without 
any input from us; and weõd just have to turn up on the day, do our stuff, thank them, and disappear again until next year. 
Well history perhaps suggests otherwise. Highland Council had no compunction about ending the provision of a tent for the 
clans when they moved the games from Bught Park to the Northern Meeting ground in the early twenty -teens, claiming there 
was no room for us there; and it was only when we showed what an attraction we were ñeven as a small group in the limited 
space offered by the Maclean Room at neighbouring Eden Courtñthat space was suddenly found for us again on the field.  
 A key reason for our success in persuading them to change their mind was that, though we had criticised them for our 
exclusion, we then offered to work with them to effect our return; handling both the practical co -ordination of the clans with 
the council, and the promotion of our presence there. It helped that they then had an Events OfficerñGerry Reynoldsñwho 
could see the benefits of this arrangement, and we had a few clan representatives who lived in the Inverness area and who 
could work in person with him to make it a success. While Gerry has since retired back to Newcastleñjust in time to enjoy the 
revival in recent years of his beloved òMagpiesóñthe good work we did together on clan -related events in Inverness over the 
years, remains above all in the mutually beneficial arrangements granted to the clans at the Inverness Games. Gerryõs work 
was supported by the cityõs then Provost, Alex Grahamña leading light in the Gaelic Society and a neighbour of mine in 
Invernessñwho always made a point of touring the clan tent during the games. That legacy has largely been followed by his 
successors as Provost; and, while many of us may have missed the opportunity to thank the current incumbent in the clan tent 
at this yearsõ games, I was glad to have the opportunity at the Clan MacKenzie Gathering dinner in Augustñwhich she 
attendedñto say how much the clans appreciated the Councilõs continuing provision of a tent, at no charge to the clans, at the 
Inverness Games. I made the point then that our games are almost unique in Scotland in hosting not just a few local clans, but 
many from all over the Highlands; and how much we owe Highland Council for continuing to make that possible.  
 Needless to say, for a MacKenzie, the International Gathering in Augustñthe first for 10 yearsñwas something of a 
highlight, though sadly I was not able to attend it all. I was particularly pleased however to be asked, as the Clan Seanchaidh, 
to recite the chiefõs pedigree at the dinner. I took the opportunityñas one of the few present (apart from Cabarfeidh himself) 
to have attended all the International Gatherings since the first in 1995ñto reflect a little on past events, and to congratulate 
the organisers on what they had done in 2025. Having thanked the Societyõs chairman, Donald McKenzie, for all the hard 
work he had put into organising the gathering ñsomething I knew more than most about since I had planned and co-
organised the last such eventñI took the opportunity to remind MacKenzies from all over the world how fortunate they were 
to belong to a clan blessed with a number of distinguished scholars all currently working on different aspects of our clanõs 
history; i.e. Andrew McKenzie (a graduate, like me, of Cambridge University) who has produced the first full history of the 
clan since Alexander Mackenzie in the late 19th century; Aonghas MacCoinnich, a lecturer at Glasgow University, who 
continues to produce many interesting papers on the MacKenzies and other clans from his native Hebrides; and Aonghasõs 
one time student, Edwin Sheffield, who produced a PhD thesis in 2023 on the Earls of Seaforth and the Stuart dynasty. Edwin 
has recently been appointed Secretary of the CMSSUK [Clan MacKenzie Society of Scotland & the UK]. This activity is 
reflected in the existence of a number of organisations and websites dedicated to Clan MacKenzie and its history; one of 
whichñthe Clan MacKenzie Initiativeñgave myself, along with a past President and a past Treasurer of the CMSSUK, a 
banner under which to host a Clan MacKenzie table at last yearsõ games (since the Society itself was unable to be there). I am 
assured the CMSSUK will be with us again at the games this year; and, as a past Chairman of that Societyñas well as the 
AHCSñI look forward to their positive contribution to this Associationõs future. 
      Finally, when it comes to the contents of this newsletter, I would like to thank those societies who submitted contributio ns 
about last yearõs activities and this yearõs planned events. While the amount of space devoted to individual clans is in part 
dependent on those contributions (which sadly only came from a minority of our members), itõs ironic that the most colourful 
pieces often relate to clans who did not send me any text; since a pictureñoften plucked from websites that donõt contain a lot 
(or any) newsñis all I could find to represent them. When it comes to the major contributions, I am particularly grateful to 
Kevin Tolmie of Clan MacLeod for submitting the article on the two branches of his clan; to Edwin Sheffield for his very full  
report on the MacKenziesõ gathering and future plans; to Mark Sutherland-Fisher, Donald McIntosh and Allan Maclean for 
copies of their clansõ newsletters and forthcoming events; and to Susan Chisholm for sending me a copy of her clanõs 
newsletter, and the wonderful feature in it on the historian of her clan ñand of course of the MunrosñJean Dunlop Munro.  
 One of my first memories of attending the Inverness Highland Games, after I had moved to the city in the late 1980s, 
was of meeting Jean. She and her husband R. W. òBillyó Munro were well known to me on paper as important contributors to 
the history of many Highland clans, so it was a thrill to meet her and to discover what a charming person she was. Little did  I 
knowñsince I have just discovered it from this featureñshe must have known the larger-than-life wife of my old headmaster 
in Cambridge, Jean Barker, Baroness Trumpington; because both of them worked during the war as codebreakers at Bletchley 
Park. Jeanõs husband was one of my history teachers. What a small world.   

Graeme Mackenzie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Chairman 
 

I have not yet been to visit the Inverness Castle Experience, which has been created within the 19th century castle, 
now it is no longer in use for courts, prisons and constabulary.  It certainly sounds as if it is a great exhibition, 
centring on the life of those who have lived in the Highlands down the centuries.  
 

I gather that the clans do not feature much, which must be a pity.  The clans were the social cohesion that bound 
together our forebears down the centuries, with their links of hereditary, kinship and locality.   
 

Military loyalty to the chiefs was a part of the system.  Our Association is specifically for Highland clans, as they 
were unique in many ways, not least in their inherited feelings of loyalty to their clan, and chief.  
 

Clan associations depend a great deal on volunteers to run their councils and committees, which is not always 
recognised by general clan members.  One of the strengths of our Association is to support the clan councils, 
sharing their experiences, and giving mutual support to those who put so much effort on the ground.  
 

Come and visit us at the Clans Tent at the Inverness Games, and see what your own clan is offering, and what 
other clans are doing too. 

 

Allan Maclean  

  
 

The History of Clan Societies 
 

The Chairman has reminded me that in òHighland Clans and Tartansó (1977), Jean Munroõs husband Billy (R. W. 
Munro) wrote a chapter about Clan Societies in which he included a list of those he could trace from the 1720s 
down to the 1960s. The list is too long to reproduce in full here (we may do so in a future edition of the 
newsletter), but members may be interested in knowing who the first few were:  
 

      1725: The Buchanan Society 
      1727: Clan Chattan 
      1759: Graham Charitable Society 
      1822: Clan Gregor Society  
 

Among the last few on the list are a Clan Mackenzie Association dated to 1960 about which I have never heard, 
though I was aware there had been a much earlier Clan MacKenzie Society that does not appear on Billy Munroõs 
list. I have a note of its officers in 1841, who are headed by the then chief, James F. Mackenzie Esq. of Allangrange. 
Exactly when it came into being and what happened to it, I have no idea.  
 The Buchanan Society was the inspiration of William Buchan of Auchmar, a pioneering clan historian who 
in 1723 wrote A Historical and Genealogical Essay upon the Family and Surname of Buchanan, to which is added A Brief 
Enquiry into the Genealogy and Present State of Ancient Scottish Surnames, and more particularly of the Highland Clans.  
 I often call Auchmar a serial septnapper because he claimed a number of other clans as septs of the 
Buchanans, including the MacColmans, the Morisons in Perthshire, the McKinlays or McPharlans in Luss, and 
above all, the MacMillans. The latter seem then to have accepted his version of their history since the heads of all 
three major branches of the clan (Knapdale, Lochaber, and Galloway) joined the Buchanan Society. Auchmar was 
however a sufficiently conscientious historian to record the Gaelic name by which the Lochaber MacMillans 
wentñMcGilveil (a version of MacGillemhaoil) ñand in doing so completely discredited his own invented origin 
for the name MacMillan; i.e. that it came from a Buchanan called Methlan, and was therefore really MacMethlan 
rather than MacMhaolain.  
 As Billy Munro points out, many of these early clan societies then had a genuinely charitable purpose (as 
opposed to claiming it for tax purposes), which is reflected in the name of the Grahamsõ society of 1759; but, as 
happens todayñprobably even more so than in the 19th and 20th centuriesñthe survival of these bodies always 
depends on the supply of interested volunteers.    

G. M. M. 



Inverness Highland Games 2025 

The Clans outside the big tent before the opening of the Inverness Games  

The Clans in the Opening Ceremony led by John Mackintosh of Mackintosh & Robert the Commander of Clan Currie  

Inside the big tent with the clans at the Inverness Games  



Chairman Allan Maclean of Dochgarroch helps one of the 
many visitors to the big tent identify their clan and where in 

the Highlands their ancestors may have lived  

Graeme Mackenzie, Margaret Saunders and Colin 
Mackenzie staffing the Clan MacKenzie tent 

under the banner of the Clan MacKenzie Initiative  

Members of the Clan Chattan Association which 
represents a Confederation that includes twelve clans 

under the leadership of The Mackintosh  

Members of Clan Macpherson, one of the clans that 
challenged the Mackintoshes in the 17th century for the 

leadership of Clan Chattan  

Nick Hide representing the Davidsons, 
another of the clans that belonged to the 

Clan Chattan Confederation  

The entrance to the big tent which is kindly supplied by 
Highland Council and administered by the Association of 

Highland Clans and Societies  



Clan Cameron 
www.clan-cameron.org 

 

Clan Cameron have a new websiteñwhich we give a taste of below ñand it tells us that they will be, as usual,  
at the Battle of Culloden commemoration on the 18th of April.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Clan Cameron Association was formed in 1889 thanks to the endeavours of a number of enthusiastic Camerons who 
valued the clan and its links throughout the world. The original aims of the association were "the reviving, conserving, and 

promoting of the interests, sentiments, and associations of the Clan: the cultivation of social intercourse among members: the 
encouragement of education: the collecting and preservation of records and traditions relating to the History of the Clan, an d 
any other objects which the Association may from time to time determine". And these are as relevant today as they were more 

than a hundred and twenty years ago. Over the years the fortunes of the Association have waxed and waned with the 
development of new Branches at home and abroad. Currently this Association called Clan Cameron Association Scotland 

covers all the UK and Europe.  

 

Clan Chattan 
www.clanchattan.org.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Donald McIntosh with the Clan Chattan banner at Culloden  
 

Since having the AGM in July 2025 , what has the Clan Chattan Association been up to? 
 On the Saturday, the day after the AGM, and along with a good number of other Clans we attended the Inverness 
Highland Games in Bught Park. Last year was, I believe, the second time we were allowed to march with banners and flags 
behind the pipes and drums into the arena. I hope this will continue and we can look forward to doing this again this year.  
 In August, our AGM and dinner at the Drumossie Hotel went well and we were able to enjoy the company of members 
from near and far. The Moy Country Fair did not play out so well. The few days prior to the fair on Friday and Saturday 
experienced high winds and the organisers had a difficult time of getting things ready. Although the fair opened as usual on 
the Friday, it was just after lunch the organisers reluctantly had to close the event down for health and safety reasons and it 
also remained closed on the Saturday. 
 The Associationõs annual magazine ôTouch Notõ was published in March and posted out worldwide to our members. 
 This year we plan to attend the Culloden Memorial event in April. Each year, on behalf of the members and Clan 
Mackintosh, we lay a wreath to commemorate the fallen.  
 In July we hope to be in the Clan Village marquee at the Inverness Highland Games and of course march again with 
banners and flags waving. 
 Our AGM and dinner at the Kingsmill Hotel and 2 days at the Moy Country Fair will be 6th, 7th and 8th August.  
 Looking ahead to 2027. Next year will be the 300th anniversary of CCA. The first association was established in 1727. 
The second in 1893 and the current association was formed in 1933. Planning has started to make next year more of an 
occasion. We hope to offer more for our visiting members, to include a ceilidh, visits within Clan Chattan areas and more.  

News from our Members: Past & Future Events 



Clan Chisholm  

www.clanchisholmsociety.org 

Extracts from the UK Branch Newsletter Issue No 83, February 2026, compiled by the Secretary/Treasurer  
 
Wishing good health and happiness to our members in 2026. Thank you to all who sent me letters and cards at Christmas time 
ð it is greatly appreciated and heartwarming to hear from you.  
 I have been contacted by a few members regarding renewing their subscriptions which is very pleasing. Our 
membership does continue to drop each year, often with longstanding members moving into care or dying. We also have 
some members who join up briefly to be able to access our genealogy database and our experts around the world who can 
support family history research. Often these members do not continue their membership after their initial enthusiasm. 
Compared with some of our other branches the UK branch is reasonably healthy but the changes in our membership seem to 
reflect a different perhaps more busy society from years ago when certainly a lot of research was done but the strength of 
clanship was more evident.  
 Our 2024 gathering was however extremely successful although we made a financial loss and the feeling of clanship 
was very strong. I still get emails from people who attended saying how much they enjoyed the week. I also get asked when 
we in the UK would host another gathering but we do not have plans to do this. Historically our Society would have an 
International Gathering every three to five years and this has been held in Canada and the USA as well as in Scotland. I have 
great memories of some of these gatherings but it may be that we will not see such large get-togethers for a while.  
 Your UK branch committee hopes to be able to host a luncheon or high tea in early July either in the week before the 
City of Inverness Highland Games or just after it. I will of course inform our members of the date and time as soon as possib le 
if we proceed with this plan. ...  
 Clan Council continues to oversee the running of your Society with volunteers from each branch making a 
contribution. In the UK branch we are very lucky to have Alastair Chisholm in Belgium who ably manages our clan website. 
We are also lucky to have Alastair Chisholm of Minstead in Hampshire who oversees the genealogy database; Robert 
Chisholm in New Zealand the Society President also supports this activity. Martin Chisholm of Darlington is our excellent 
journal editor and we have Dr Margaret Collin helping with Borders Chisholm research. Of course we also have Ben and 
Juliette, stalwarts of the Society together with Duncan Chisholm and Norman Chisholm as vice chairmen. ...  
 The clan council has recently held a meeting to discuss the management of your society. These meetings are held 
electronically and take the form of a series of email discussions within the group. A topic under discussion at present is th e 
cost of producing and distributing the quality annual Clan Chisholm Journal. The date of the AGM of the Society has been 
agreed for Saturday 25th April 2026. Again this will be held electronically as last year. é 
 My thanks again for help with our newsletter in particular to Juliette Chisholm -Broomfield and to Norman and 
Christina Chisholm for sending me various items relating to Inverness and the Highlands.  

Susan Chisholm of Chisholm  

Clan Davidson  
www.clandavidson.org.uk 

 
2025 Gathering & AGM at Tulloch Castle Hotel  
 The Clan Davidson Association held a fantastic Gathering at Tulloch Castle Hotel, Dingwall during the weekend 18th -
20th October. 
 Some 66 members from Belgium, Canada, The Netherlands, USA, Australia, and from across Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and England took part.  
 We enjoyed exceptional weather for most of the weekend which allowed members and their families to get out and 
explore the area. It was the first time the Association has held this annual event at Tulloch Castle Hotel since 2007. Arlene 
Petrie, the Manager of the Hotel and all her staff looked after everyone very well throughout the weekend event.  
 We had a talk given by Nick Hide about the Davidson of Tulloch familyõs historic connection with Tulloch Castle on 
the Friday evening, and another one on the Sunday morning about the wider historical Davidson connection with the local 
area, in particular, The Black Isle. 
 Following the Saturday morning AGM, the team from the locally based Mikeysline charity gave a short but very 
interesting presentation about their exceptional work supporting people across the Highlands and Moray regions. Throughout 
the weekend the members raised a large donation for this charity which was also matched by the Association. 
 
Next Gathering: Northumberland, Sep. 2026  
 The 2026 Clan Davidson Association AGM Gathering will be held at The White Swan Hotel, Alnwick, Northumberland 
during the weekend of 25thñ27th September 2026. Alnwick and this area of Northumberland are home of many Davidson 
and Davison families whose history reaches back many generations.   
 
Davidson Family History Index  
Over the years we have gathered a wealth of Davidson family history articles in our archives, and we are keen to share what 
we know and also to learn from others in order to add to our collection of Davidson stories and illustrations. To make it eas y 
to browse for Davidson ancestors (and also Davison, Davies, Dawson and Day family stories), we have compiled an illustrated 
index of Davidsons featured in our journal articles. www.clandavidson.org.uk/research -archives/#history -index 



Clan Donald  
www.clandonald.org 

 

PAST EVENTS 
Saturday 4th April ð Annual Academic Lecture took place via Zoom.  
 Dr. David Caldwell FSA Scot, President of Society of Antiquaries of Scotland presented "The Archaeology of Finlaggan, 
Islay". The lecture can be viewed on You Tube. 
 

Friday 20th and Saturday 21st Marchñ"Flora" musical performed in Inverness.  Comments posted by some who saw it:  
      A party of eight of us saw the world premiere of ôFloraõ last night and all thoroughly enjoyed it. Congratulations to all 
concerned. The flexibility of the cast/musicians was amazing, the music and singing were great, as was the dancing. Most of 
us felt that the right amount of Gaelic was included and the staging and lighting were very well done. Was a special smell 
coming from the left of the stage? Some of us thought so! Thank you for bringing it to the attention of the Clan Donald Society 
of Scotland and I hope it is well received at the other venues. Lois MacDonell. 
      It was really special and a fascinating use of theatre to give powerful insights into Highland and Clan Donald history - as 
well as very contemporary themes on the follies of war, the prices of migration and yet despite it all the wonders of family lif e. 
William Mather. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Saturday 18th April  - Commemoration of the Battle of Culloden . 
      10.30am March from Culloden Visitor Centre to the Main Cairn.  
      11.00am Ceremony at the Main Cairn. Followed by Clan Donald group, following the piper to the Clan Donald Stones with 
laying of the wreaths.  
      Thereafter, The Clan Donald Culloden Lunch  'Culloden 280' at the Drumossie Hotel  ð individually seated,  booking 
essential! Special Anniversary Presentation by Guest Speaker Paul Macdonald, a fine sword-maker, fencing master and 
traditional storyteller.    
 

Saturday 2nd  May - Annual General Meeting  delivered by  Zoom .  
Members will be informed of full details and given joining instructions via email.  
 
THE LANDS TRUST òDISASTERó 
The sudden decision announced in March of last year by the Clan Donald Lands Trust to sell Armadale Castle and the 
Museum of the Isles caused huge controversy within Clan Donald. In January of this year it was announced that that a sale has 
been agreed with the Hutchison Family, who say they are proud members of Clan Donald who recognise the estateõs unique 
cultural significance and intend to hold it for generations to come, safeguarding its importance to the wider clan and its va lue 
to the Isle of Skye. A full timeline of events and comments can be found at: www.clandonald.org/index.asp?pageid=740190  
 

 

Clan MacEwen 
www.clanmacewen.com 

 

Clan MacEwen, Clann Eoghain ñ is an ancient and enigmatic Highland clan, with roots that stretch deep into the soil of 
Argyll and the storytelling loam of Ulster. Our heartland was once the Barony of Otter, in Cowal, with lands that stretched 
across Loch Fyne, through Kilfinan, and into the surrounding districts of Glassary, Lorne, Knapdale, and Kintyre. But like th e 
loch itself, our origins reflect many sources flowing together.  

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 

Saturday, 9 May 2026 at 1300: Tartan Parade in Edinburgh 
Clan MacEwen will be taking part in an event which they say is expected to attract 2,500 participants.  
 

Saturday, 23 May 2026 at 0900:  Swearing In for Walk of the Marches  
The swearing in event proceeding the Walk of the Marches [for which see next item]. Sir John McEwen will participate 
alongside the Chiefs of Hunter, Buchanan, and Irving  
 

Saturday, 30 May 2026 at 1100: Walking of the Marches in Stirling  
A parade through the city.  
 

Friday, 5 June ð Sunday, 7 June 2026: AGM Weekend at Kilfinan, Tighnabruaich, Argyll  
Join your fellow clan members for the Clan MacEwen Society's Annual General Meeting, held this year at the very heartland 
of our clan ñ Kilfinan, on the eastern shore of Loch Fyne in Argyll and Bute, Scotland.  
      Whether you join us in person on Scottish soil or attend from anywhere in the world via Zoom, this is your chance to 
connect with the clan, walk the ground our ancestors walked, and help shape the Society's future. 
 

Sunday, 28 June 2026: Big Twinning Weekend in Perth  
The Chief accompanied by the Spessart Highlanders [a German group] will parade through the city as guests of the Provost of 
Perth.  
 

Friday 24 July: Bond of Friendship Ceremony at Hunterston, Ayrshire  
Bond of friendship [presumably being signed] between clans [presumably the MacEwens and Hunters ñand others?] 



Clan DonnachaidhñThe Robertsons  
https://www.donnachaidh.com/ 

 

The Clan Donnachaidh Society loaned the Clach na Brataich for a major 
exhibition on Macbeth hosted by Perth Museum from 25 April to 31 August 
2025. The Exhibition explored Shakespeare's iconic play, alongside the story of 
the real King Macbeth who reigned in Scotland 900 years ago.  The Chief, who 
is a direct descendant of King Duncan I, Macbeth's predecessor as King of Alba, 
attended the preview with his wife Bridget.  
      The Clach na Brataich, the òStone of the Standardó, the clanõs most important 
talisman, is an orb of rock crystal the size of a golf ball. The earliest account of 
its origin states that it was found in the 1330s by the Chiefõs ancestor, Duncan of 
Atholl, considered the first chief of the clan, when his standard was pulled out 
of the ground in Glen Errochty during a campaign against the MacDougalls.      
 

The Annual Gathering and AGM  of the Clan Donnachaidh Society will take place 18th - 23rd August 2026 at Pitlochry. 
 
 

Clan Farquharson 
https://clanfarquharsonuk.com/ 

 

On Tuesday, August 12, 2025, Chief Philip Farquharson, 17th of Invercauld and Monaltrie, Chief of Clan Farquharson and 
Chieftain of the Ballater Highland Games, welcomed His Majesty King Charles III to Station Square in Ballater.  

      The King inspected the Lairdõs banner, which displayed his new Coat of Arms, with explanations provided by Gordon 
Casley of the Heraldry Society of Scotland. The Arms were presented on banners by Clan Farquharson UK committee 
members, Colonels of the Invercauld Highlanders, Gary Humphries and Randall Finlay.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

His Majesty then received a royal salute from Captain Fraser (Honorary Vice President, Ballater Highland Games), before 
inspecting the Highlanders on parade, which included troops from Invercauld, Monaltrie, Atholl, Lonach, Duff, and the 
Balaklava Company, 5 SCOTS. Music was provided by Scots College, Sydney, Australia. 

      Following the formal proceedings, the Chief and His Majesty mingled with large groups of guests and members of the 
public, both outside in Station Square and inside at a reception hosted by Clan Farquharson UK in Victoria Hall.  

 
 

Clan Fraser of Lovat 
https://clanfraser.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Though the Frasers of Lovat donõt appear to have a working clan society, some always join us at the Inverness Games  



Clan Gregor 
www.clangregor.com 

 

 

Extracts from a letter from William R. Petrie, Chair of the Scots of Canada  
 

I am writing to you regarding the Clan Gathering at the upcoming Inverness Highland 
Games on July 11. 
My wife Sylvie and I are members of the Clan Gregor Society, and we are very much 
looking forward to traveling from Canada to attend the Games. As Ross MacGregor 
noted on the Clan Gregor 2026 events return, we will be joining the Clan Gregor Society 
display at their pitch in the AHCS tent.  
 

In addition to our Clan Gregor affiliation, I serve as Chair of Scots of Canada, a federally 
registered charity representing over 70 Scottish clan and family heritage groups plus 27 
games and festivals. With the enthusiastic support of the Clan Gregor Society, we will be 
bringing a scaled-down Scots of Canada directory banner to display, with your 
permission, at the Clan Gregor pitch.  Our full list of members can be viewed on our 
homepage at www.scotscanada.scot. 
 

Our banner features QR codes linking directly to the Canadian branches of many of the clans present in the tent and who are 
members of AHCS. We have found our banners to be a highly effective tool for helping visitors immediately connect with 
their respective societies, as well as a much appreciated educational and entertainment resource for the broader audience. 
 

Knowing that space in the marquee is carefully managed, please be assured that we are bringing a compact, vertical pull-up 
banner that will fit entirely within the footprint of the Clan Gregor pitch. On the pull -up we'll be bringing, we'll not provide  a 
clan map nor text other than labels.  We may also exclude our enterprise members should such make sense from the space 
available on the much smaller pull -up display.  
 

We look forward to meeting you in Inverness and thanking you in person for all the work the AHCS does to promote 
Highland clan culture.  

Scots of Canada Hogmanay in Ottawa  

Clan Grant 
https://clangrant.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scenes below from the Clan Grant International Gathering 3 ñ10 August 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clan Grant Society hosts an annual gathering over the weekend of the Abernethy Games which are held on the 2nd 
Saturday in August. The Weekend begins on the Friday with the Society  AGM  at the Clan Grant Centre at Duthil at 4:30pm. 
      On Saturday members of the Society take part in the Clan March from the Nethybridge Hotel to the Opening Ceremony of 
the Games in traditional dress, led by our Parade Marshal, following the band of massed pipes and drums. In the evening a 
formal kilt and black tie  Clan Dinner & Ceilidh  is hosted at a local hotel. Past venues have included the Hilton Coylumbridge 
near Aviemore, the Grant Arms Hotel, the Nethybridge Hotel, and the Royal British Legion in Grantown.  



Clan MacDougall  
www.dunollie.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Morag MacDougall of MacDougall, the 31st Chief of the Name and Arms of MacDougall,  

died 22 January, 2026, aged 86.  
Her life is noticed elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter. 

 

Clan MacGillivray  
www.clanmacgillivray.net 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Clan Chattan Regiment at Culloden were led by  

Alexander MacGillivray of Dunmaglass who perished in the battle  
 

The Clan MacGillivray website could not be safely accessed, but since the MacGillivrays are members of Clan 
Chattan, news of them may be obtained through the Clan Chattan Association, who have their own entry on a 

previous page of this newsletter. 
 
 

Clan Mackay 
www.clanmackaysociety.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tartan Parade 9 May 2026, 1200-1700: 
Join Clan Mackay at the Tartan Parade in Edinburgh. March with pride behind our Clan Mackay Drummer and connect with 

fellow Mackays to celebrate our heritage. 
 

Annual Dinner 10 October 2026 at the Royal Scots Club in Edinburgh  
Gather once more, Clan Mackay! Join us for our annual dinner. A night of fine food, great company, and 

celebration awaits. Come together, raise a glass, and celebrate our shared heritage. 
Book on the website: www.clanmackaysociety.co.uk/event -details/annual -dinner  



Clan MacKenzie 
www.clanmackenziesociety.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       
      

      The Clan Mackenzie Society of Scotland and the UK has had a busy and rewarding year, with activity centred on bringing 
members together, promoting the history and heritage of the clan, and strengthening connections across the world. At the 
heart of 2025 was the successful International Gathering, an event that drew members and visitors from the UK, Germany, 
France, New Zealand, United States, Australia, Canada, Switzerland, and Argentina to Inverness. 
 

The 2025 International Gathering of Clan MacKenzie  
      Held from 2nd to 9th August, the Gathering offered a full week of shared history and heritage, sight -seeing, and clan 
camaraderie. The week opened with a welcome event giving attendees the opportunity to meet Cabarfeidh and his family, as 
well as fellow Society members from near and far. Committee members were joined by volunteers, including Ritchie and 
Margaret Walker, and Gayle and Greig Mackenzie, in greeting arrivals. From there, the programme ranged widely.  
      We settled in with a guided walk of Inverness. Later that evening, we held our now -named Assembly, which brought 
together representatives of Mackenzie societies from around the world to share updates and consider ideas for future 
collaboration. A varied schedule of excursions highlighted sites of Mackenzie and Highland significance: Culloden Battlefield , 
Fort George, Gairloch Museum, Inverewe Gardens, Redcastle, Glen Ord Distillery, Fortrose Cathedral, and the Seaforth 
portraits. Although there was some adverse weather, we persevered!  
      We also visited to the Highland Archive Centre, attended a talk by Lorna Steele -McGinn on ordinary Mackenzies, and had 
an introductory Scottish Gaelic lesson. A particular highlight was the Kirkin' of the Tartan, a meaningful ceremony in which 
participants had the opportunity to have a piece of tartan or a treasured family item blessed. It was a moment of reflection as 
well as celebration, and one that resonated deeply with many in attendance.  
      We would like to thank the Council for the wonderful Civic Reception at Inverness Town House. On the last night, we had 
our dinner and ceilidh. Thankfully, there were experienced dancers to help those of us were a bit unsure of themselves. The 
Gathering concluded fittingly with a visit to the Strathpeffer Highland Games.  
 

Society Developments  
      Beyond the Gathering, the Society continued to develop its activities and resources throughout the year. At the recent 
AGM, the Committee was unanimously re -elected, and we welcomed new member to the committee. The Committee 
continues to work collaboratively, with a focus on improving communication, strengthening member engagement, and 
supporting new initiatives.  
      The Society's digital presence has grown considerably. An online community space has been established on Discord to 
allow members to stay in touch between events, share ideas, and connect informally, while we continue to develop additional 
digital content to promote the Society's activities and Clan Mackenzie history more widely. The members' area of the Society's 
website has also been expanded, and we have plans to expand it further in the coming year. 
      In line with its charitable objectives, the Society developed a grant programme to support individuals and projects 
connected with Scottish culture and heritage, reflecting a commitment not only to preserving the past, but to supporting its 
continued relevance today. Member feedback has made clear that many in the UK value opportunities to connect closer to 
home, between Gatherings, and alongside our periodic Zoom talks and quizzes. In response, the Society is placing a renewed 
emphasis on regional, member-led meetups across the UK, informal gatherings that allow members to build relationships, 
share their interest in clan and Scottish history, and feel part of the wider community without the commitment of a major 
event.  
      The Society is actively looking to support members who wish to organise such gatherings and hopes to see a growing 
network of local activity in the years ahead. We hope our new Discord server can help to facilitate these events. Alongside 
this, the Society is keen to participate in and encourage inter-clan meet-ups, recognising the value of building connections 
across the broader Highland community, something the Association of Highland Clans and Societies does so much to foster. 
Not least because we need a tug-of-war rematch against Clan Munro!  
 

Looking Ahead  
      The Society intends to be represented at the Culloden Memorial Service, Inverness Highland Games, Strathpeffer Games, 
and other events in the coming year. We look forward to continuing our engagement with fellow clan organisations and 
societies. 
      The Society remains deeply grateful to the volunteers and members whose time and effort make all this possible. As ever, it 
is the people who make the Society what it is, and the coming years hold much to look forward to.  

MacKenzies at Gairloch during their International Gathering  



      In 2020, brothers Ewan, Jamie and Lachlan MacLean [sons of our Council member, Charlie MacLean, and all Association 
members] were participants in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge, a 3,000 mile, unsupported rowing race across the 
Atlantic in aid of charity. In doing so they beat various records, and raised over £200,000 for their chosen charities.  
      In 2025, their next ôadventureõ was to row the Pacific Ocean from Peru to Australia, 9,000 miles (14,484km) non-stop and 
unsupported. They reached Cairns, in Queensland, in 139 days, 5 hours and 52 minutes, beating the previous record of 162 
days for the fastest, unassisted, non-stop Pacific row, set by a Russian solo rower Fyodor Konyukhov in 2014.  
      The purpose behind the Macleans challenge this time was to raise £1 million to provide at least 30,000 people in developing 
countries with clean water for life. They completed their row before they had quite reached their target, but it was achieved  
soon after by people who learnt about and wished to mark their great feat. Thanks to more than 14,000 donors, these funds 
will enable clean water projects for over 40,000 people in Madagascar. 
 

The Clan Maclean Association Scottish Gathering 2025  
       The Annual Gathering was held on 25th October at Garfield House at Stepps. It was a very enjoyable evening, and here is 
a short account of the proceedings.  
      Wendy Mclean (Stirling) organised a young man, Matthew Kane - 16 years old and part of the Stirling High School band to 
play the pipes. He piped us all into the function room from the Reception Drinks, and after the food orders were taken, he 
played a few tunes. A very nice young man. The food was good, well presented and delivered.  
      We had the usual Raffle during the interval, and then the band set up. Our old friends, and long -term members, Robin and 
Sheila Maclean (Largs) attended. Robin brought his drums, and played along with Charlie and Allan. Vera then presented 
Charlie Kilpatrick with his Hon Membership Certificate, and made a very good 'thank you' speech. The band stopped playing 
around 11.30pm. Almost everyone was staying in the hotel overnight, so there was time for more chat.  

 

Annual General Meeting 15 October 2025, again by Zoom .  
      This year 15 people attended, compared with 22 the previous year. President Ian McLean chaired the meeting, and the 
usual reports were delivered, with the Finances showing a small deficit of £742 for the year, which was due to the donation o f 
Ã5000 being made to the Restoration Appeal for Duart Castle. At present there are 468, ôactiveõ members of the Association 
[456 with email addresses and 12 who do not use email], that is 428 Life, 40 Three year.  
      International Gathering 2027: Ian reported that the dates of the gathering were set for 21st to 26th June; but details had yet 
to be finalised. The main problem is still the lack of dedicated support from a committee of people who are prepared to help 
organise a gathering.  
 

Mull Highland Games, Thursday 23 July 2026  
The Macleans will march from the pier at Tobermory to the games field where the clan tent will offer hospitality.  
 

 

Clan MacLeod 
www.clanmacleod.org 

 

The Clan MacLeod Gathering and Parliament will be held 1 -7 August 2026 at Dunvegan on the Isle of Skye.  
      The Clan MacLeod Parliament is roughly fashioned on the definition of a parliament as òa meeting or 
assembly for conference on public or national affairs.ó Our Parliament is a world gathering of MacLeods, now 
held every four years, and centred in our ancestral homelands in Dunvegan, Isle of Skye. The purpose of 
Parliament is to bring MacLeods together from all over the world.  
      Parliamentõs origins are best summarised in a booklet written by Nancy MacLeod Nicol, former President of 
the Clan MacLeod Society Scotland and holder of various offices in the Associated Clan MacLeod Societies: 
      òIn 1956 [then Chief Dame Flora] decided to hold a òClan Parliamentó, so that Clansfolk from all over the 
world could meet and discuss clan affairs. The agenda included such items as reports from Branches, 
Organisation of Clan Societies, The Magazine, Clan History, Clan Activities and Clan Interests. 
      At this first Parliament it became evident that the social interactions were as important as the business 
meetings. Many clansfolk felt that they had met long lost cousins and friendships formed have stood the test of 
time.ó 

Clan Maclean  
https://web162.secure-secure.co.uk/maclean.org/ 



Clan MacMillan  
 www.clanmacmillan.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Clan MacMillan continues to thrive around the world, with the Florida McMullens celebrating their centenary and a new 

branch of the clan established in the Rockies; all co-ordinated by Clan MacMillan International at the chiefõs home in Scotland 
 
 

Clan Macpherson 

www.clan-macpherson.org 
 

Clan Macpherson Association Gathering and AGM Friday 31 July - Monday 3 August 2026  
The Gathering this year will follow the traditional format. We shall be using the Duke of Gordon Hotel located in Kingussie 
for the Ball, the Supper, and the Ceilidh, which means there is a very firm limit on numbers attending these events. There wi ll 
be additional events on the Friday and Monday, but details have not yet been confirmed. Highlights of tentative programme:  
Friday: 
Welcome Meeting for Newcomers  - Duke of Gordon Hotel Ballroom, Kingussie 09:00 - 10:00 
Council Meetings  - Duke of Gordon Hotel Ball Room -- 10:00 - 11:30 
Talk on 80 years of the gathering by Sandy Macpherson 
Cluny's Reception, Dinner and Highland Ball  Duke of Gordon Hotel -- 1900. Dinner will be served at 20:00, dancing until 1:00. 
Saturday: 
80th CMA AGM  - Village Hall, Newtonmore - 10:30. 
Newtonmore Highland Games  - Held at the Eilan from 11:00. Children's races in the morning. 
Clan March from Old Ralia to the Elian  - Marchers to meet at Old Ralia at 13:45. Step off is 14:15. Games entry fee will be 
collected at Old Ralia prior to the March. The March will be followed by conviviality in the Clan Tent at the Highland Games.  
Museum At Home  - Clan Macpherson Museum 16:00 - 17:00. All attendees are welcome. 
Stovies Supper - Duke of Gordon Hotel from 18.00. Vegetarian Haggis also available. 
Ceilidh  - Duke of Gordon. Kingussie 20:00 - 22:00 
Sunday: 
Ecumenical Church Service - Kingussie Parish Church. Tentatively 10:30 
Informal Picnic  - Cairn Site from 13:00. 
Tea - at Creag Dhubh 
 
Clan Macpherson Museumõs new website: 
www.clanmacphersonmuseum.org.uk  
 

Clan Macrae 
www.clanmacraescot.org 

 

      The Clan Macrae Societyõs annual lunch was 
due to take place on Saturday 28th March 2026. 
All being well, members will have gathered at 
Eilean Donan Castle Visitor Centre before 
midday, ready to walk over the bridge for a 
welcome within the castle at noon followed by a 
buffet lunch with the offer of wine or soft drink.   
 

The annual commemoration of the clanõs part in the 
battle of Sheriffmuir is due to take place in November;  

date to be advised. 


